

















Appendix Table Al: Sample Statistics

Variable
Gender Female 42.4%
Race Nonwhite 21.9%
Age Mean 24.45
SD 9.11
Prior quarter earnings Mean 1,443
SD 2,591
1995 8.9%
1996 9.3%
1997 9.9%
1998 10.8%
1999 10.4%
Year of GED test 2000 10.2%
2001 12.2%
2002 6.2%
2003 7.4%
2004 7.4%
2005 7.4%
Test retake 16.0%
GED Certification 83.3%
Annual earnings year 3 Mean 9,305
SD 11,776
Employment year 3 (proportion of quarters Mean 0.566
employed) SD 0.426
Log annual earnings year 3 (zero earnings Mean 8.881
omitted) SD 1.376
N 82,068
Postsecondary enrollement (through 3rd o 20.6%

year)

Annual earnings year 3 (omitting ed Mean 9,282
enrollees) SD 11,909
N 105,179

Unless specified, the sample size is 115,562 . The small number of
individuals with missing gender (less than 0.2 percent) have been omitted
from this analysis. Individuals with ambiguous race have been coded as
white, amounting to up to less than one percent of the sample.
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